
Reconnect Transylvania 2025 

Program Schedule * 

July 5 – 12, 2025 
 

FRIDAY, July 4, 10 pm  – Leave from Budapest  to Zetelaka (9 hours drive) 

SATURDAY, July 5 – Arrival in Transylvania, 1000 Székely Girls Festival  

At dawn in Kolozsvár Zsolt Moldován Reconnect Transylvania program manager and Zsolt Ács official guide join 
the group     

Arrival to Zetelaka in the morning, accommodation at Sándor Panzió 

Zetelaka/Zetea is situated at the foot of the Harghita Madaras Mountain, at a height of 2,600 Ft/800 m above sea 
level. Mountain creeks, fresh air, the reservoir and waterfalls make Zetelaka a relaxing and peaceful tourist 
attraction. The site of an annual world famous pilgrimage site, the village is also famous for its wooden stooped 
Székely gates. 
 
This village and the adjacent Oroszhegy/Dealu are sadly also known for the injustices its residents suffered after 
the 1989 revolution. A total of seven young men who participated in the overthrow of communism were sentenced 
to 15-19 years imprisonment in the notorious Szamosújvár/Gherla prison. The amnesty law brought specifically for 
revolutionary acts was not applied to them, while it was applied to ethnic Romanians.  HHRF fought to get them 
released, which they ultimately were in 1994. Subsequently, one took his own life, the other died under suspicious 
circumstances.  
 

 
Breakfast at the B&B                        

Attend the 1000 Székely Girls Fistival in Csíkszereda and Csíksomlyó 
 
Csíkszereda/Miercurea Ciuc grew around a castle that Hungarian King Saint László I (1077–95) had built for himself. 
The city quickly developed into a prosperous commercial center and the hub of Székely culture. Between 1876 and 
1918, Csíkszereda was the seat of Csík County in the historic Székely Region in the Kingdom of Hungary. Székely 
villages lie within easy reach, and the town houses a Székely Museum.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cs%C3%ADk_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hungary


Due to the city’s Christian roots, there are many spectacular churches. Probably the most famous one is the 
Franciscan Monastery, the construction of which started in the 15th century and was rebuilt in the 1800s in the 
Baroque style. It has a 2,824-pipe organ. However, the monastery’s most precious relic is the statue of Mother 
Mary and Baby Jesus, made from lime-wood in the 16th century in a Renaissance style. 
 
The Franciscan monastery of Csíksomlyó is the destination of a traditional pilgrimage of Roman Catholic Székelys 
held since 1567, called the "Csíksomlyó Pilgrimage" (Csíksomlyói búcsú). The event, held on the Saturday before 
Pentecost, attracts several hundred thousand people every year. This traditional gathering is attended not only by 
Székely and Csángó Hungarians living in the area, but also by a great number of mostly Hungarian Catholics from 
other parts of Transylvania, Hungary, and all over the world. The pilgrimage has also become a demonstration of 
awareness and solidarity between Catholic Hungarians living in and outside the historical region of Transylvania. 
 

 
 

Visit and tasting at the Csíki Sör Brewery  

 

The brewery is known for having been sued by industry giant Heineken for using a name to similar to one of their 
brands. (This David/Goliath fight was featured in the New York Times too.)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/business/heineken-transylvania-beer.html 

 

Dinner at accommodation 

SUNDAY, July 6 – Highlights of the Székely Region 

Breakfast at B&B  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sz%C3%A9kely
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cs%C3%A1ng%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transylvania
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/business/heineken-transylvania-beer.html


Trip to Szent-Anna Lake 

 

The only volcanic lake in Central Europe, Lake Saint Anna can be found in Szeklerland, and besides being a 
breathtaking place to visit it has a beautiful legend about its origin as well. According to the story, there were two 
rich evil brothers living on top of two adjoining mountains. The elder brother ‘s palace stood on the place of Lake 
Saint Anna, while the younger’s nearby on the top of Mount Büdös. They were always competing with each other 
and once the competition was about who can harness the more beautiful horses to his carriage. The elder brother 
had an extreme solution and instead of horses he put front of his carriage the twelve most beautiful maids of the 
region. But the girls couldn’t even move it as it was way too heavy for them. The lord got angry and started 
whipping the girl in the front, who was the most beautiful one and whose name was Anna. In her pain she prayed 
and cursed the evil lord and because of that soon an awful storm came, the sky turned black and heavy rain was 
falling. Even the earth started to shake and finally the whole castle was buried in the earthquake and a lake arose 
in its place. When the storm retreated, only twelve swans were left behind swimming peacefully on the water but 
after shaking their feathers they transformed back into girls. Eleven of them hurried home into their villages, 
except Anna. She stayed at the lake shore, built a chapel and remained there for the rest of her days praying 
silently. 
 This is the legend, but what happened in reality?  Lake Saint Anna can be found on the top of Csomád mountain, 
which is actually a volcano which was last active 32 thousand years ago, and since then a lake had been formed in 
its crater. 
 
The village of Máréfalva has an absolute Hungarian (Székely) majority. Máréfalva is home to some 95 beautiful 
Székely gates, the famous engraved and painted wooden gates. These gates in the Udvarhelyszék region differ 
from those in the ethnographic regions of Csíkszék, Kászonszék, Gyergyószék and Háromszék in their rich 
ornamentation. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sz%C3%A9kely


 
 

 

Return to Zetelaka  
(optional) Attend the Holy Mass at the Zetelaka Roman Catholic Church 
Dinner at accommodation 

MONDAY, July 7 –  Rural Tourism in the Székely Region 

Breakfast at B&B  
 

Visit the fortified Unitarian church in Dirjiu/Székelyderzs (UNESCO World Heritage site) 
 
The fortified church in Székelyderzs was built by the Székely Hungarian community at a time when the area 
belonged to the Kingdom of Hungary. Initially Roman Catholic, it became Unitarian following the Reformation. The 
church is noted for its interior frescoes, and together with the surrounding village, forms part of the villages with 
fortified churches in Transylvania UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

 
 
The fortification has many cold supply rooms, where today the meat, sausages, bacon and the smoked scones of 
the village people hang on wooden nails. The wealth of the people here is measured by the number of nails 
owned, each family having at least one. These are considered a family value, are inherited, and not for sale. 
 
Even now, the people keep the tradition that every Wednesday when roosters sing - according to the rules 
preserved from those times - the church bell is rung to let the villagers know that the gates of the fortress are 
open so that everyone can make supplies for the week ahead. 



 
 
Built in 1270, in the Romanic architectural style, the church-fortress can only be opened by the priest and the bell 
ringer. The entrance to the church is protected by a mediaeval lock that can only be opened with a secret "riddle", 
which is known only by the priest and the "riddle" will be said only to the next priest. In this way, the villagers 
have prevented theft for hundreds of years, and the punishment for stealing is exclusion from the community. 

 

Pottery at László Józsa in Korond 
 
Korond/Corund is one of the most beautiful and wealthy villages in Hargita County. Villagers took to pottery out of 
the necessity to earn a living, given that the land is not suitable for agriculture. The locals’ artistic sensibility is easily 
noticeable on the beautifully decorated homes and fences, but the life and reputation of the village are tightly 
connected to folk ceramics. Some people in the Székely Region believe that traditional Transylvanian dishes like 
stuffed cabbage leaves are best if they are prepared in a pot from Korond. The trademark of Korond pottery is its 
floral and zoomorphic design adjusted to the local style, like the tulip, the wood grouse, or the edelweiss. The best 
known products are those with a cobalt blue or green background.  
 

  
 

Farkaslaka/Lupeni is the birthplace of the famous author Áron Tamási (1897–1966), known for such works as 
Címeresek and the Ábel trilogy. His grave is located between two oaks behind the church; his memorial is the work 
of father-son sculptors Jenő and Tibor Szervátiusz. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%81ron_Tam%C3%A1si


Travel to Szováta, lunch 
Dip in the saltwater Medve (Bear) Lake  
 
The first mention of Szováta dates back to 1578. Surrounded by salty lakes, lush vegetation, unspoiled wild forests 
and warm waters, the village became increasingly popular as a health resort during the end of the 19th and 
beginning of the 20th century. The most popular spot is Medve Lake, enjoying a steady temperature between 86°F 
/30°C and 104°F / 40°C. The name comes from the shape of the lake which looks like a bearskin. People have been 
coming here for the lake’s restorative properties, which is said to cure infertility. 
 

       
 

Dinner and accomodation in Mezőmadaras 

TUESDAY, July 8 – Marosvásárhely, Torda and Torockó 

Breakfast at B&B 

Travel to Marosvásárhely 

During the Ceauşescu regime, Marosvásárhely was a “closed city.” All ethnic groups other than Romanian were 
denied residency permits in an effort to dilute the Hungarian majority community. In 1990, the city was the scene 
of bloody clashes as a militant anti-minority organization called Vatra Romaneasca incited violence against ethnic 
Hungarians peacefully assembling to restore the Bolyai Lyceum (a high school founded 400 years ago) to its pre-
Ceauşescu status as a Hungarian teaching institution. On March 19, ethnic Romanians, including peasants who 
arrived by bus from neighboring villages, attacked the headquarters of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in 
Romania (RMDSZ), trapping 60-70 individuals in the building. Numerous calls for assistance made to the local 
police and army went unheeded. Soldiers arrived four hours later, long after the mob had forced its way into and 
ransacked the building. Many Hungarian Democratic Alliance members were injured when—at the urging of the 
police and soldiers, and unprotected by them—they exited the building. One well-known victim of the mob attack 
was playwright András Sütő, who lost an eye in the skirmish. The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation brought 
him to the United States, where he testified before Congress about the atrocities. 

Today, Marosvásárhely is a lively multi-cultural city, and with its nearly even distribution of ethnic Hungarians and 
Romanians, as well as a sizeable Roma population, the city authentically reflects Transylvania’s past and present. 
Of its many notable sites, the Teleki Téka stands out as a historic public library and museum. It was founded by 
Hungarian Count Sámuel Teleki in 1802, at the time when Transylvania was part of the Habsburg Monarchy; it has 
been open to the reading public ever since. Among the first institutions of its kind in the Kingdom of Hungary, the 
Teleki Téka today houses over 200,000 volumes, many rarities, and a comprehensive scientific database. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A1muel_Teleki_(book_collector)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habsburg_Monarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hungary


 

Private viewing of antiquities at Teleki Téka Library, visit the Kultúrpalota 

Depart for Torda/Turda 
 
With its lustrously colored Habsburg façades and two amazing attractions—the epic Torda Gorge and eerily 
beautiful Salt Mine—Torda is a fascinating place to visit. In 2015, Salina Turda was ranked by Business Insider as the 
most beautiful underground place in the world, and is ranked 22nd among the most spectacular tourist destinations 
in the world. 

 
The little town of Torda is actually the locus of religious freedom. In 1568, King John II Sigismund of Hungary 
issued an edict proclaiming that every priest should be able to interpret the gospel according to his conscience 
without the fear of punishment or threats. Thus, the Edict of Torda is widely considered to be the first act 
legislating religious tolerance in Europe. While religious wars raged across Christian Europe, in Transylvania 
Roman Catholic, Calvinist, Lutheran and Unitarian clergy had legal rights. The Edict helped foster toleration as a 
notion beyond mere political expedience, and helped pave the way for the remarkably tolerant rule of the 
Calvinist Prince Gábor Bethlen, when, for example, Jews in Transylvania were relieved of the requirement to 
wear the Star of David. 
Torda was a salt-mining town from the 13th century until 1932, when the main mine shut down. A quarter of the 
town’s residents are Hungarian. 
   

Visit the Torda Salt Mines 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_Insider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlen_G%C3%A1bor


 
The salt mine is now a museum and center for halotherapy (salt therapy)—with a distinctively modern twist 

Arrive to Torockó, dinner and accommodation at Király Panzió 

WEDNESDAY, July 9  – Hike the Székelykő  

Breakfast at the lodging  

3-hour hike to Székelykő (1,129 m) – spectacular vistas 

 
 
Torockó is a township located in Fehér/Alba County. It is composed of two villages, Torockószentgyörgy/Colțești 
and Torockó/Rimetea. A former mining town, today it is known as the location of Székelykő Mountain (literally: 
"Rock of the Székelys"), where the sun rises and sets twice a day. In 1999, the village was awarded the Europa 
Nostra prize by the rapidly growing citizens’ movement to safeguard Europe's cultural and natural heritage.  
 

 
 

 
Dinner at accommodation 

THURSDAY , July 10  – Bonchida, Válaszút and Kolozsvár 

Breakfast at the lodging 

Visit Bánffy Palaces in Bonchida and Válaszút, and the Kallos Collection in Válaszút 
(https://kallosalapitvany.ro/ifjusagi-tabor/) 
  
Bonchida (translation: Bonc's bridge) is a village in Kolozs/Cluj County. It is known as the home of the largest castle 
in Transylvania, the Baroque style Bánffy Castle. From the 14th century through 1944, the castle was the home of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bon%C5%A3ida_B%C3%A1nffy_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bon%C5%A3ida_B%C3%A1nffy_Castle


the prominent aristocratic Bánffy family. Partly destroyed during World War II and neglected by the communist 
regime, it is currently being restored. In 1990, the castle was declared a historic monument. 

 
 

Kolozsvár is the unofficial capital of Transylvania. The city is home to the second largest urban Hungarian 
community in Romania, after Marosvásárhely, with an active cultural and academic life. It features a Hungarian 
state theatre and opera, as well as Hungarian research institutions, such as the Transylvanian Museum 
Association/Erdélyi Múzeumi Egyesület, Transylvanian Hungarian Technical Society/Erdélyi Magyar Műszaki 
Tudományos Társaság, and the Bolyai Society/Bolyai Társaság. Kolozsvár houses central offices for the Reformed 
Diocese of Transylvania, the Unitarian Diocese, and an Evangelical Lutheran Church Diocese. Several newspapers 
and magazines are published in Hungarian, and the community also has access to public and private television 
and radio broadcasts in Hungarian. Among the must-see sights are the 14th-century St. Michael’s Church, the 
Franciscan Monastery, the Piarist Churches, Mirror Street (a unique architectural accomplishment dating back to 
the late 1800s), King of Hungary Matthias Corvinus' place of birth, the Hungarian Reformed Church built by 
Matthias Corvinus in 1486, and the immense, memorable Házsongárdi Cemetery.  
The nickname "Treasure City" was acquired in the late 16th century and refers to the wealth amassed by 
residents, including those in the precious metals trade. 
Kolozsvár hosts the country's largest university, the Babeș-Bolyai University, with its famous botanical garden. A 
historically Hungarian institution, Bolyai University was founded by the Hungarian state in the 19th century and 
named after the renowned mathematician János Bolyai. In 1959, the communist regime forcibly merged it with 
the Romanian Babeș University.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_Theatre_of_Cluj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_Theatre_of_Cluj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Church_in_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unitarian_Church_of_Transylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babe%C8%99-Bolyai_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cluj-Napoca_Botanical_Garden


  
  

                        
 

Accommodation at Tamás Panzió in Tordaszentlászló 

FRIDAY, July 11 – more of Kolozsvár 

Breakfast at accommodation 
 
Continue discovering the treasures of Kolozsvár 
 
During the communist dictatorship (1945-1989), the 400-year-old Hungarian education system was basically 
dismantled and any education, at any level, was almost completely dissolved. After the end of the Ceauşescu 
dictatorship, tens of thousands of ethnic Hungarians in Transylvania demonstrated in 1990, demanding the re-
establishment of an independent Hungarian-language education system in Romania, including the re-
establishment of the state-financed Hungarian university. 
In 2001, the Romanian Parliament rejected 2 bids submitted back in 1998 by the representatives of the Hungarian 
minority demanding the re-establishment of the Bolyai University. In the same year, the Romanian Intelligence 
Service labelled the intention to create a Hungarian university in Romania a threat to national security. Although 



the Romanian Education Act allows for Hungarian departments and faculties within existing universities, it does 
not allow for the creation of an institution itself financed by the state. In February 2006, 80 world-renowned 
academicians—among them 11 Nobel, Fields and Wolf Laureates—spoke out on behalf of this aspiration. Their 
petition, addressed to the Romanian President and Prime Minister, as well as to the president of the European 
Commission, remains unanswered. 
Today the Hungarian section of the Babeș-Bolyai University has 4,874 enrolled students throughout 115 study 
programs; the university is thus the principal institution that educates members of the Hungarian minority in 
Transylvania. 

Lunch in downtown Kolozsvár 

Mingle with Hungarians from Transylvania 

Accomodation at Tamás Panzió in Tordaszentlászló 

SATURDAY, July 12 – return to Budapest by bus  

 

 


