
    
 

MEET THE PARTICIPANTS OF RECONNECT HUNGARY 2015 
Learn about their goals and dreams as they begin the journey! 

 
THE GOOD NEWS is that thanks to the generosity of the 
Hungarian government, this year we were able to 
accept 30 qualified applicants for our highly competitive 
program. Due to the nature of the program, we keep 
the group size at an optimum 12-15, so we will have 
two groups this summer—June 29-July 16 and July 6-
23—with a one-week overlap. 

EACH GROUP OF 15 is carefully balanced for gender, 
age, geographic location, and commonality of interests, 
where applicable. As in the past, this year there are 
three sibling pairs who have chosen to be in the same 
group. 

SINCE OUR 2012 LAUNCH, participants have come from 
all over the United States and Canada, including those 
off the beaten path, such as smaller towns in Alberta, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island in Canada. We’re 
very happy to have another participant from Hawaii in 
2015, as well as our first-ever from Texas and North 
Carolina. Two participants have served in the US Air 
Force, and one just returned from a tour in Afghanistan. 

The majority of the youth are second or third 
generation Hungarians, but we also have four fourth 
generation participants and even one fifth generation. A 
few of them speak some Hungarian.  

PARTICIPANTS COME FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE—some 
are studying medicine, others have done military 
service; some have just graduated high school. We have 
business-, politically- and artistically-minded individuals. 
Together, the diversity in location, personal interests, 
experience of being a hyphenated American, and 
community involvement make for a dynamic unison and 
ensure meaningful connections.  

THE COMMON THEME is that all ReConnect Hungary 
participants feel disconnected at some level from their 
heritage and yearn for shared experiences with other 
like-minded peers. They want to fill this gap in their 
identity.  

This is the program they have been waiting for! 

 
 

 

  

“I believe it is important to embrace all 
facets of a culture. I want to learn what 
it means to be Hungarian, and to be the 
best representative I can be for my 
community, be it the Jewish or the 
Hungarian-American community.” 
Cassie Chesley, 25, of Washington, DC, 
is fourth generation, studied 
international politics, and now works at 
the American Jewish Committee. 

“When I first encountered Hungarians 
in Halifax, I felt an overwhelming 
sense of kinship and pride in our 
origins. To me, going to Hungary isn’t 
just a trip to see where my ancestors 
come from—it’s going home, to my 
heritage, to gain and experience my 
birthright.” Julian Kerekes, 21, is third 
generation and lives in rural Nova 
Scotia, Canada. 

Lauren Kis, 24, of Litchfield, 
OH, is a grandchild of WWII 
immigrants, studied 
international business and 
marketing, and wants to 
observe the business culture 
in Hungary. “Through this 
program, I hope to learn 
things about the culture that 
cannot be conveyed in text.” 

Alexandra Poka, 26, Los Angeles, CA, second generation: “This 
program speaks specifically to something that has been missing 
from my life, and I hope to do my Hungarian legacy justice.” 

As a second generation Hungarian, Peter 
Fogel, 20, of Bloomfield, MI, has been a Boy 
Scout and therefore speaks Hungarian quite 
well. “I want to understand the factors that 
molded my grandfather into the man who had 
such a powerful influence on me.” 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Karen Horovitz, 26, of Los Altos, 
CA, a physicist, is third generation 
of a Hungarian Jewish 
background. “I have always 
known that I am Hungarian 
because my mother, aunt and 
grandmother spoke in Hungarian 
to each other—it was their secret 
language when I was growing 
up—but, unfortunately, I never 
had a chance until now to learn 
about what Hungary has to 
offer.” 

Rose Seidman, 23, of Arlington, VA, is the descendant of Holocaust 
survivors. “The Hungary I’ve known is from the Jewish perspective, 
and I truly want to appreciate all that is Hungarian. I want to have 
that ‘sixth sense’ that allows me to recognize other Hungarians.”  

Clauber Santos, 24, of Honolulu, HI, fourth generation, is 
a Senior Airman in the US Air Force, and self-described as 
75% Brazilian and 25% Hungarian. “I want to learn about 
my Hungarian roots so I can compare the similarities and 
differences between being Brazilian and Hungarian.” 

Jonathan Seidman, 26, of 
Arlington, VA, went on the 
Taglit trip, and when he 
recently learned that he had 
relatives in Hungary, he felt 
an urge to discover that 
part of his heritage, too. 
“My grandparents were 
always proud of their 
Hungarian identity, despite 
the hardships they 
endured.” 

Eva Stanton, 19, of New York, NY, is a student of 
neuroscience at Columbia University, and her Hungarian 
grandparents’ bravery in 1956 had a great impact on her. She 
has been studying the language diligently. “Although perhaps 
nonsensical, learning the language felt like a way of thanking 
my grandfather for the sacrifices he made that allow me to 
be where I am today. After this trip, I hope to learn to think 
like a Hungarian, more specifically like my grandpa.” 

Erika Kovacs, 22, of Hamilton, 
ON, is third generation, 
majors in health studies, and 
sees this program as an 
important step towards 
understanding her Hungarian 
roots: “After this trip, I expect 
to have the confidence to be 
more outspoken about my 
Hungarian identity.” 

“Being Hungarian has meant for me that I am not 
an isolated spark but one of a long line, reaching 
back generations, each custodian of the world for 
a short time before bequeathing it to their 
children.” Lauren McCarter, 26, of Astoria, NY, 
works in theater, and her grandparents were DPs. 

Anton Steiger, 20, of Newton, NJ, was raised 
predominantly by his Hungarian grandparents, 
but never learned the language: “Until now, I have 
been a spectator of most Hungarian culture. 
Through this trip, I hope to learn more about the 
history of Hungary and perhaps be a part of its 
future.” 

Laura Haines, 19, of Minneapolis, 
MN, has just recently discovered that 
her great-great-grandparents came 
from Sopron and Baja, making her 
fifth generation. “I feel very proud to 
be part of a hardworking people who 
have built communities in the new 
world, and I want to honor my 
ancestors by digging deeper to see 
how far my roots go.” 

Meghan Ince, 22, of Garwood, NJ, 
third generation, early childhood 
educator: “I have always been 
fascinated by my Hungarian 
heritage because it was different 
than any culture I ever heard of.” 

 



  

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Owen Pataki, 27, of Garrison, NY, is fourth 
generation and a quarter Hungarian, and 
following in the footsteps of his  
famous father in connecting with 
his Hungarian roots. He served in 
the U.S. Army and will be 
continuing his studies in London 
in the fall.  

Zackary Cramp, 25, of Columbus, OH, also third 
generation, is a musician with a keen interest in 
Bartok and Liszt. Upon his return, he plans to 
organize meet-ups for other young Hungarians 
in the Columbus area, becoming a resource for 
others like himself.  

James Fogel, 18, of 
Bloomfield, MI, grew up in 
West Virginia, where he 
always felt like a foreigner. 
His father is from Kassa, 
Slovakia, and his mother 
from Budapest.  

Michelle Geosits, 
22, of Allentown, 
PA, studies 
musical theater at 
the Boston 
Conservatory and 
has a passion for 
Hungarian music 
and film.  

Alexandra Petrulis, 22, of 
Cleveland, OH, is second 
generation, an art education 
major, and wants to teach others 
about Hungarians through art. 

Natalia Slattery, 20, of 
Littleton, MA, is third 
generation, and an artist  

who uses Hungarian folk themes in her art. 
By experiencing first-hand her Hungarian 
heritage, she hopes to better express her 
Hungarian identity through art.  

 
 
 
Ava Cramp, 22, of Columbus, OH, is third  
generation, and a business management  
and marketing major. Her family could never afford to go to 
Hungary; this trip is a chance for her to connect the stories 
she’s heard from her grandparents with the realities of 
Hungary today.  

Alexandria Nieznay, 19, of 
Houston, TX, wants to learn 
about politics and foreign 
policy in Hungary to give her 
a new perspective. 

Katie Eszes, 24, of Madison, 
WI, has a degree in 
neurobiology, and she is 
particularly interested in 
learning about public health 
issues in Hungary.  

Andrea Simonits, 20, of Waterdown, ON, 
Canada, is third generation, a political science 

major, and wants to better 
understand Canadian-
Hungarian relations through 
the program. 

Breana Donnelly, 19, of 
Pikeville, NC, is third 
generation, and has only 
ever interacted with 
Hungarians within her 
family, so meeting other  

young Hungarians through the 
program is very exciting to her.  

Kathleen Muckenhirn, 25, 
of Gales Ferry, CT, is third 
generation, has served in 
the US Air Force, and is now 
studying on Prince Edward 
Island to be a veterinarian.  
She hopes to make lasting  
relationships with other young 
Hungarians through the program.  

Csenge Santa, 19, of 
Lethbridge, Alberta, 
Canada, is a second 
generation Hungarian 
whose parents fled 
persecution in  
Transylvania, Romania in the 1980s. She is 
active in the vibrant Hungarian 
community of Lethbridge and committed 
to folk dancing.  

Andras Boros, 
23, of Parma, 
OH, can trace 
both his 
maternal and 
paternal lines 
to Hungary, 
and  
his grandparents had a major 
influence on his active 
involvement in the Cleveland 
Hungarian community. 

Joshua Sturgess, 19, of Medina, OH, whose 
great-grandparents settled in Hazelwood, 
Pittsburgh during WWI, is a linguistics major 
at Cleveland State University. He learned 
about the program from a classmate and 
2014 ReConnect Hungary alumnus. 

 



  

HOW DO APPLICANTS FIND US? 
• Alumni recommendations 

• Relatives who see television programs broadcast in Hungary 

• Google, Facebook 

• College professors and/or Hungarian-American organizations 

• Promotional materials from ReConnect Hungary 

SPREAD THE WORD AND SUPPORT THE JOURNEY AT 
www.reconnecthungary.org 

MEET THE 2015 RECONNECT HUNGARY TRAVEL ESCORTS 

 

Marie Eszenyi (’14) is our inaugural Alumni President. As a Cultural Communication major, she is 
well-equipped for establishing valuable collaborations with alumni and other Hungarian 
organizations and programs throughout North America. 
 

Zsuzsanna Cselenyi is ReConnect Hungary’s year-round Program Coordinator. A 
cultural heritage specialist with a Ph.D. in Folklore and Anthropology, she has worked with the 
program since 2013. 

 

 
Eszter Herner-Kovacs is a Ph.D. student of Political Theory with a keen interest in diaspora 
engagement, currently doing a research internship in New York and writing a study about ReConnect 
Hungary. 

 

 

ReConnect Hungary 
P.O. Box 389, Gracie Station, New York, NY 10028 
info@reconnecthungary.org 

www.ReConnectHungary.org 
1-844-4-MAGYAR (462-4927) 

  


