
    
 

MEET THE PARTICIPANTS OF RECONNECT HUNGARY 2014  
and learn about their goals and dreams as they begin the journey! 

 
 

Aliecia Anderson 
20, Pittsburgh, PA 
Through ReConnect Hungary I have 
the opportunity to continue my 
family’s search for its roots. I would 
love to rediscover my Hungarian 
heritage and pass it on to my relatives, 

and to reconnect with Hungarian Americans in 
Pittsburgh and New York City. 
 

Valérie Arseneau 
25, Verdun, QC 
I’ve always had a soft spot for Hungary 
because that’s where my mother is 
from and part of me wants to discover 
one of the most interesting countries in 
central Europe, but I feel like the only 
way to grasp the beauty of it all is to actually be there in 
person. 
 

Daniella Baxter 
21, Allison Park, PA 
As someone who is interested in 
working abroad, I would like to learn 
more about Hungary’s role in the 
European Union and how their 
communist past affects their 

governing body today. I would also like to meet other 
people of Hungarian descent in my age group. 
 

Kathryn Bor 
23, Minneapolis, MN 
I am very interested in meeting some of 
Hungary’s national leaders and political 
and scientific experts. I want to assist 
the Minnesota Hungarians Kids Club as 
an outreach coordinator and connect 
young Hungarians from this organization with 
opportunities and Hungarians across the country. 
 

Nicholas Boros 
22, Parma, OH 
Because I was never a member of the 
Hungarian Scouts, I only have two 
friends in my age group who are 
Hungarian. Almost all of my contacts 
in the Hungarian community in 

Cleveland are friends of my parents and grandparents, 
and I would be very excited by the opportunity to 
befriend fellow Hungarian-Americans of my generation. 
 

Marie Eszenyi 
25, Harrisonburg, VA 
The personal interactions with 
Hungarians as well as the first-hand 
observations of the socio-cultural 
environment that I gain on this trip will 
help prepare me to be a better 
advocate for Hungary. I want to become a more involved 
young member of the Hungarian-American community 
and to become a better teacher to non-Hungarians. 
 

Amy Gardi 
19, Sarasota, FL 
I want to bring life to the stories of 
Hungary that my family has told me. 
By seeing the places where my family 
grew up and experiencing the culture 
that shaped their lives, I will better 

understand their struggles. This trip will broaden my 
understanding of my family and give me a solid and 
visual connection to my heritage. 
 

Eve Goggins 
25, Somerville, MA 
As a little girl, I could not understand for 
a long time why other kids’ houses only 
had salt and pepper on the table, and 
not paprika like my own! I feel that 
through the ReConnect Hungary 
program I will be better able to understand the Hungarian 
culture and explain it to my peers in a way that gives a 
comprehensive viewpoint of my heritage. 
 



  

Learn more:        
www.ReConnectHungary.org 

Sponsored by Hungarian-American organizations, with the support of the Hungary 
Initiatives Foundation and the Government of Hungary 

E-mail: info@ReConnectHungary.org /ReConnectHungary • @ReConnectHU 
Toll-free:  1-844-4MAGYAR (462-4927) P.O. Box 389, Gracie Station • New York, NY 10028 

 

 
And our 2012 Alumni Escort:      McKenzie Fritz 
20, McMurray, PA 

 
This is a great way to explore your culture in a way that simply traveling to Hungary 
would never allow… You’ll get a completely unique take on the country and its 
culture. You won’t regret it! 

Aron Hoffmann-Marton 
25, New York, NY 
A short trip to Hungary with my father 
after high school graduation left me 
yearning for a deeper understanding 
of my own cultural roots. It suddenly 
became clear to me that being of 

Hungarian descent was an important part of who I was 
and how I was raised. However, I felt that I had no 
cultural community to call my own. By learning more 
about Hungarian society, I hope to have a clearer 
understanding of my own life and aspirations. 
 

Lucas Hoffmann-Marton 
26, New York, NY 
In my 26 years, I have learned what it 
means to be a part of a community, a 
family and a team. I have found my 
natural place in several communities, 
ranging from sports to schools, but 
something has been very obviously 
missing. I feel that I am intellectually and emotionally 
ready to discover my own identity as a Hungarian-
American through my own experiences. 

 
 

Alexander Koves 
18, Marietta, GA 
I would like to become more in tune 
with the Hungarian culture and 
language, learn more about the 
customs and traditions. With a better 
understanding of Hungarians gained 

on this trip, I will be able to help out more in 
community efforts to represent Hungarian culture. 
 
 

James Savoy 
21, Calgary, AB 
My Hungarian grandparents were 
fiercely proud of being Hungarian and 
have told me many stories over the 
years. The thing I remember most is 
how very beautiful Hungary is and how 
friendly the people are. I feel that this 
program would allow me to grow as a person and truly 
understand and appreciate who I really am.  
 

Suzanne Seehusen 
22, Baltimore, MD 
This program will not only make my 
family history come alive but it can fill 
a part of the cultural gap that was lost 
when my ancestors moved to 
America. In this way, I hope to bring 

back our Hungarian culture from the past, and through 
re-establishing traditions I hope to make our Hungarian 
identity part of us once more. 
 

David Takacs 
23, Metuchen, NJ 
This program would open up many 
doors in both my personal and my 
professional life. As an architecture 
student, it would be amazing to actually 
see some of the historical buildings in 
Hungary, and as an athlete, I could bring 
a positive image to the country if I were 
to compete in Taekwondo under the Hungarian flag at the 
2016 Olympics in Brazil. 


